
How to Plant Grafted Tomatoes 

How to Plant, Step by Step: 

Grafted tomatoes are quite different from the average, regular tomato. Because each plant consists of two plants, fused togeth-
er, they require some different care and in turn, they give different results. In order to enjoy all the benefits of your grafted to-
mato, you need to plant it slightly differently than a regular tomato. 

Keep the Graft Line above the soil: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the single most important factor in planting a grafted tomato. The superior performance a grafted tomato offers is only 
possible when you plant the tomato so that the graft line is always above the soil. We usually plant regular tomatoes quite deep-
ly and that works well. However, in order to ensure the benefits of the graft, you must not bury the graft line when planting. 
Take a close look at your stem and find the graft line (see the photo below, as a guideline). Keep it in mind as you transplant and 
make sure it stays above the soil. If the graft line is buried, the scion (top part of the plant) will grow its own roots and the bene-
fits from our superior root stock will be lost. Just keep that in mind and you are on your way to success! 

1. Dig a deep hole (about 6 inches) for your tomato start. 

2. Add organic soil amendments and fertilizer to the bottom of the hole.  

3. Identify the graft line (see photo) on your plant and keep it in mind, throughout 

planting. 

4. Hold the stem gently with one hand, while supporting the bottom of the pot with 

the other. Gently tip the pot and remove the plant and root ball. 

5. DO NOT pull on the stem, as this could fracture or damage the graft point. 

6. Place the root ball in the hole, on top of the amendments, and build up the soil 

around it. 

7. Press the soil in firmly around your plant, continuing to watch the graft line and 

make sure that the soil does NOT go above it. 

8. Water the soil around the base of your plant deeply. A good soak will help the 

plant adjust to the transition. 

9. Add your support system or cage around the plant. 

10. Insert the plant tag into the soil, a foot or so in front of the plant, so you can re-

member which variety it is. 
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